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40 this Moment, I have only to aſſure your 

4 Grace, that no Letter of mine, to ns.” 
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 fer'againſt Colonel Debbieg; are fully war-. 


rated, by a plain and obvious Conſtrue- | 
tion of the Letter in Queſtion, and by the 


ſubſequent Publication thereof and His oo 
Grace took Occafion to obſerve, that, at 
firſt, when he received this Letter, written 
| to him'by Colonel Debbieg/ he had der- 
mined to paſs the ſame by unnoticed; con- 
dceiving that a total Silence, and Diſregard 
of the Attack, could not but be ſtrongly 0 
felt by the Writer of the Letter, at the 
ſame Time that it was, in Truth, lenient 


towards Colonel Debbieg, who, all ir- 


cumſtances conſidered, appeared to him to 
have thereby laid himſelf open to very ſeri- 5 


du Conſequences 3 —= but, hen his Grace, 
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mas [Publication was. made 1075 Colonel 
Debbieg's Direction, he then thought it 
due to his on Character, and indiſp nfably 
neceſfaty; for the Sake wY Example, and 
of ſupporting Diſcipline. i in the Army, to 
make Repreſentation of ſuch Miſconduct 
to His Majeſty; and to pray, that the 
Charges, which are now pending, mine 
be ſubmirted to the Judgment of 4 General 
Court Martial. 9 I; OI fs ; hut. 1 0 


THE PROSECUTION 7 being. cloſed, 

. Colonel Debbieg was told, it was now 
Time to make his Defence; - who urgently = 
preſſed that convenient Time might be al- 
lowed him, before. he entered upon the 
ſame; — - alleging, that he _had not. yet 


made any Arrangement thereof, as he had % | 


waited until he ſhould ſee, in one View, 
the whole Scope of what ſhould be * 
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55 + SnconDLY. Fer having cauſed tobs pub- 

Letter, purportiug to be a 
To Copy of a Letter addreſſed to His 
oed Duke of Richmond, Maſ-- 
© ter General of His Majeſty's Ord- 
+ nance, dated Mortimer-ſtreet, the 
< 16th March, 1789, and ſigned Hugh 1 

16 Debbieg, v which has a manifeſt Ten- Eo 
dency to diſcredit him, his com- 

TT. r . e e and imputes to 

Ds 9 | ©, hiraa 8 m, * only calculated to in- 


4 


ET the Enemy into the very Beſom 
is! 8 « f Britain, where he would ſoon neſ- 

| 55 tle himſelf; 3 and, before we could 
have Tim ime to look round us, ac- 5 


118 i compliſh the Overthrow | of the ; 
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= State; a to the Prejudice of good © | 
PE: " Order, and military Diſcipline. _ 1 5 
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© As my Proſecutor has, in 4 his: Addieft g 
to this Court, abandoned the laſt Charge, | 
I might ſafely paſs it over in Silence: — 
But it has been publicly preferred; and i it 
has; in its Nature, ſunk deep in my 
Mind: I muſt, therefore, take the liberty ; 
n of ant the Defence of it, and expreſs · 
ing the Senſations it has excited i in me.— 
lt is a Crime againſt the State, equally 
0 applicable to a Citizen as a Soldier; a 
cent, of which I feel conſcious Inno- 
ceence; and I confidently | reſt the Proof 


| | [ £5 of that Innocence on the uni form Tenor 


of a long Life, dedicated to the Service of 
| my Country; and which even the very 
4 Motiurs that urged me to the Act which 
iS, pies e pail us n. _ an * 2} 
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which can convey to Friend or Foe, an 


Opinion, tending to diſcloſe; either in 
eſſential Parts, or in thoſe that are lefs 
« effential, the Weaknefs of the Country.— 


The Letter was intended, by mere general 


DS Alluſions, to call forth the Attention of 
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oy my Proſecutor, to what 4 deem eſſential 


to the Publie Safety; and if it did at call 
forth his Attention, to call forth that 9 
6 the Pablic, to the Situation of the Country. 


* But it was m; Intention to do this by 


« general Expreſſions, without expoſing 


8 the Woakneſs which it meant to remove. 
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vet aa whoſe 8 lnveſſige ons 
1 g ted them to the Conſideration of this par- 
« ticular Subject, may diſcover to Wwhat 1 


_ * alluded; but even ſuch Perſons, without 


2 peruſed the 4 ztailed 


Work, 8 to 
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| 1 * anxiouſly | 


h the Letter re 
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= . anxiouſly ** from the Public Ob- 
ſervation) could not diſcover the Mode of 


= executing.my Plan ; nor could the Enemy 


©. receive the moſt diſtant Hint of our Weak- 
« neſs, provided that Weakneſs is even per- 
* mitted to continue.—There was enough 
« ſaid, to ſhew the Maſter General of the 
* Ordnance how he might correct the. Mif- 
6 takes made i in. his Mode of defending. the 
Country; but there is not a Sentence or a 
Word, that could lead to a general * 

<; covery of that Weakneſs.— There is 

* enough to alarm, that there is a Weak- 
neſs ſomewhere; but there is not an 
Expreſſion which can diſcloſe to an Ene 
* my, how _— can avail themſelves of 
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1 It has been my Lot to volte mite 
not of our own Weakneſſes, but of our 
Enemies; Secrets of a Price, that, in the 
#7 Computation of a Traitor, might have 
4 outweighed the Infamy of a Diſcovery — Re 
* Has Suſpicion ever breathed apainſt me- 2 | 
6 Differing with the Noble Duke as I have 5 3 3 
done, in material and important Points of Ip 
military Syſtem, I might have expected Sl 48 
* his Disfavour, and the Preference of my 7 
Juniors in Employment and Emolument; 
Imight have orgſten that my Zeal would be 
im portunate, aud my Sincerity offenſive; | | 
+. but from him, who knew the Diſappoint- .' 4 
* ments 1 had borne at Home, and could q 
8 hardly DE a: Stranger to What 1 might | 
- 0 2 Abroad; Q h 
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"FS to to falls af my Integrity 10 17 Pie, 5 
© the Charge of Infidelity to the State, was 
Wy the laſt, as well as the maſt 'opprobrious, 
* I could have looked to: It wa Surpriſe | 
1 upon the Mind that Innocence itſelf can- 
* not guard againſt, ang it ſtrikes to the 
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— e to my Proſecutor, and then, to 
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5 wh Ut is EY to as Opinion! which | 
1 vou, my Judges, form of that Part of my 

200 Conduct, that you will give your Judg- 
ing ment on the two firſt Articles of Charge: 7 
8 As to the ſimple writing the Letter, I | 
* truſt there is nothing inconſiſtent with 
. military Subordination or Duty, which 1 
* prevents an inferior Officer from repre- 
4  Fenting, „ and to his Supe- 


$ rior, + 
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2 rior, his Opinions reſpecting, Matters of 
« natjqnal, Importan, CE | and Safety, 6 . 
the Fact of qvritmg the Letter, and. car, - 
rying it to the Duke of Richmond, oF 


* truſt Jam under no Neceſhty t to detain | 
« this Honourable Hebie 1 
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4M Fr ſport. 10 1 that Letter 
4 public, it may be neceſſary to ſpeak. more 
© fk Large. — 1 do not mean, in the moſt 
diſtant Degree, to inſinuate that I am not, 
bp as an Officer, amenable to this Court. for 
any Thing I have ſaid, written, or pub. 
of liſhed, reſpecting the Maſter General of 
the Qrdnance; but 1 may nevertheleſs oh-. 
"oh ſerve, as an Aid to, the Judgment of the 
ns Court, that although commiſſioned -_ 
in pay as an Officer, I am, at preſent, * 
RY military Employment; lam not imme - 
© diately ſerving. under the Command of. 
the Maſter General of the Ordnance, | but 
F * only, 9 40 
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- Long bende the Duke of Richmond 


£ \ © preſided over the Ordunnes Departmen 


had frequently been called upon by Mini- 
© ſters (without the _Participation-or Know- 
* lodge of the Maſter General of the Ord- 


+0 nance " to communicate with them on 


nferior.— ike other Officers 
1 unemployed in- Time of Peace; my Ace : 
© tions ought. rather to be conſidered, like 
+ thoſe of any other Citizen, intitled to de- 
liver Opinions of Men and Things, than 
ke thoſe of an Officer reſponſible for any ; 


* the Subjects of Home Defence and Fo- 


« reign Attack. In thoſe! Situstzonz 1 had 
been accuſtomed to communicate freely; 


' and my Communications, though neverre- 


© 'warded tothe Extent of the Promiſes made 5 
. to me, had been candidly and fairly received: 
El was led by thoſe Requeſts, and m_ 
85 © aZeal to-ſerve w} Country, to become, at 
9 Times, 


FS os 


1 


2" "0 487) ! 
* Times, a Volosteer in che Sate : 


offer Information when e n n 
* called On De ff eee TT 9 9 


* Habituated to this 


the Good of my Country, I had ſubmiĩt- 


© ted to His Majeſty's Firſt Lord of the 


« Treaſury, a Syſtem, or rather. the" firſt 


4 Principles of a Syſtem of Fortificatien, 
+ which ſeemed 'to me of the utmoſt Con- | 
- ſequence, both for the Defence of this 
+ Country,” - confidered abſtractedly, and 


Bd ſtill more for its Defence, when conſi- 


* 'dered with relation to the arp of 10 


„ our ative and warlike N W 02 tar) 
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* Theſs OR TEN lay before : le | 
"87 a fifteen' Months unnoticed” aud bh 
oy unanſwered ; yet this Treatment did 
ö 2 nar abate my Zeal ;' and T requeſted leave, 

: bf ene N Miniſter, to lay them at my . 


* 
7 3 
2 


r 5 Sorereigu's 


1 


lode of Comtnu- 
5 nication, and eagerly deſirous to promote 


4 U ut 
* 4 1 de 


8 — Feet —This Propoſal. was 
18 198 0 wy . * n d. 


- 0 Baker che Ipreſh ons "of this | Nealodt;. 

* -nndehe Anxiety 1 felt to promote the P ub- 5 
lic Service, by furthering a Syſtem which 
had received my fulleſt Conſideration, 
+ and was rtvetted in my Conviction, as the 

fo Ll only ſolid Plan of our national. Safety, 1 
A. determined to run any Riſk, rather * 
=. let it periſh in Obſcurity.— I therefore 
| wrote the Letter of the 16th of March, 
n e e Duke ofcRigh-- 
= mond ; imagining, that by W 
38 : + racking his Grace's Syſtem, and d ;cagerly 
3 „ tb Wade pronled 3 1 
| | might either excite him to adopt my 
Plan, or muſt have reduced him to the 
_ 4 Neceſſity of granting me a Board of Sea 
and Land Officers, whoſe Examination 
and Report, would produce the Effect 1 ſo 
9 5 br W the Safety of my 
a * Country,— 


C 


: Colitis Re waited. ten Weeks, Ee Ie 

ceived no Anſwer, and heard. of no Board {bg 
| © being named ; I imagined, raſbly perhaps, 2 

CH for my own Eaſe and. Quiet, but nor 
1 criminally L:truſt, that what would' not 
4 berate when. confined to the Repoſitories 1 
of the Noble Duke, might haue its ef-. 
; fe when expoſed 10 public Vi jew :—That | 
| s the Letter being made public, ths a g 
« His Grace, thraugh the Medium of 5 
« public Obſervation, cither to grant my Re- | 


1 


(F queſt of à Board, ſuch as Laſked, or might 1 


produce public Attention from other ua. 
ters; and, by that Means, promote the 
End of public Safety, ſo ardent 2 and un- 57 


N N by mas 511 750 
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© t imagine that theReſult winta 
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be a Trial for the Crimes with which „ — 
now ſtand Flange, without the bag * 


17 40h 
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„ taying ny Tufification, as DER in 
6 ws Plans 1 Def ce, before W W 
3 In this J batten 1 am . ia to 
„ male 2 Propoſition to This Honourable 1 80 
1 Court, which 1 hope will meer their Ap- 
8 4 probstion.— T he evil Effects of it, can : 
5 only operate to my Pre ejudice; the good 
Effects of it, wWhatevet they may be, will 
3 * redound to my Countty; and it can fe m 
3 no Precedent prejudicial ts theſe who may 
| : 5 hereafter be the 22 22 of oe Jan 0 
3 deten. en 
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N © The? Plan or Syſlem af 3 which 1 55 
excited me to publiſh the Letter which 95 

© is the Ground of the Charges againſt me, 
haas been written out by me at Length, and 

1 4 „ detailed in all its Particulars: One 1 con- | 

* veyed to tlie Fitſt Lord of the Treafuty H 

another 1 laid at the Feet of my Sovereign; 

6 two remain in my own Poſſeſſion. ; 


- 


One 


\ ; : l . $2 | , 
. 6 A * p : N 8 
— 4 2 das 0 "TE 
LY . be * 


l of cheſs I OP OREN SOR in 7b. 


4 dence before you; confident that hen it 
is conſidered by Perſons of your profeſ- 
au nbiaſſed Judg- 
. 0 fraught © with | 
public Good, as to juſtify Attempts fill 


ſional Knowledge a 


. CR 


+ ments, it will appear 


4 more irregular than mine have been, to force 


it on the Notice af Men in public Sta- 


„ tions. NI Proſecutor has told you, that 


Papa Plan: might have been brought r- 0 


„ ward in Parliament; yet he has ac- 
0 * pd me of - unfolding | the» Country's 
Weakneſs: Were J to have brought it 


| 1 in Parliament, I ſhould have 


W | Fox a 
+ been wha of the Charge which 1 
” x * 5 , ö 7 83 A 
&+ .* ” * 1 0 5 4 * 
175 1 2 5 N 1 . 22 3 4 \ 2&Y o. z 15 
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4 e oh} Alda and 11 OED mags it 
Qs i the Subject of public Diſeuflon, 
15 without expoſing the Weakneſs of tlie 
A eee Here is my Dilemma —1 


* have anxiouſly conſidered how 1 ſhould 


$_ 


1 ' 


(00) 


BS a achieved from it. There ſeems 2 1 
but one Way; that I am ready to adopt. 

4 You, .my Judges, cannot require of me 
to wave niy Rights; but 1 may wave 
5 them for my/zif. I am entitled, like every 

gSuhject of this free Country, to be tried 

105 in an open Court: This Priv vilege Lam 
willing to abandonz for the Sake of ren- 

Wy [tering that Evidence admiſſible, which, 
from its Nature, can not be made public. 
1 1 tender you, therefore, mmy Lord and 

& Gentlemen of this Honourable Court 

. -+ Martial, my Plan, ſealed up; and I am 

Br willing to be tried by your private Exa- 
5 mination of it: aided by ſuch Obſerva- 


? 


| tions as you may think it proper to call 
| ny upon me to make, to clear up what may 
be obſcure or doubtful; and, with the 


. nen, that you will permit ſuch 
HFadis to be given in Evidence, inthe fame. 
+. Jecret Ma ner, as | 0p: . to un 
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If, upon d this Papoty/ God | 
- * ſhall be of Opinion that it is interwoveh | 
with the national Safety, you will par- 
don, I am ſure, the Mode which I have i 
_ © taken to bring it into public Notice. 
ou will recolle& that 1 have . 
_ © thwatted in every private and regular At- 
+ tempt to inſure its Execution; and that : 
to a Mind anxious for the public Proſperity, | 
nan Act tending to that End, was, at leaſt 
« juſtifiable. If, notwithſtanding the Ex- 1 
th < citement I felt, thus to bring the Subject Ei 
forward, I ſhall be deemed guilty of any 
_ © Offence, I will chearfully ſubmit to the 
He Judgment: you may think it proper to pro- my 
414 nounce ; and ſhall conceive that fall, a8. on 


ä js the Top of a Breach; expoſing my own per- 
. * Tod Come and Safety in the Defence | 2 


+ of ay; e Wa. 11 * pe A Gal * 15 


144d, chat I ** b vor I 
* $83 e wh add itional - Ch carfulneſs, 
5 becauſe 1 am confident that, through the 
Medium of your Inveſtigation of this 
15 great and important Plan of national De- 
© fence, I ſhall ſee that Syftem- adapted, 
which I have, hitherto, in vain attempted 
to impreſs. upon the Minds of thoſe who 
have the Power to execute it; and that, 
Ko while the Individual _— THE Coun- 
<.'TRY WILL BE SAVED. | i 
42047 e nuon DEBBIEG? 5 
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"tte courT MARTIAL, having Ges of 
Ws Conſideration the Requeſt made to 
them by Colonel Debbieg, came to the 
following! Reſol ution, Which was decla red | 
Eo. to him by the e Judg e Advocate : vi. 


3 a 4 , s 
3 12 48 172 n - 
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Y - projected 2 Plan, in bfs own Per- $ 


ought not, to be made publie. „„ 


nor * thy" PO teme * competent th 
enter upon the Conſideration of any gene 
ral Plan for the Defence of the Kingdom, 
which Colonel Debbieg may be deſirous of 
laying before them; not only in Regard 
| that the ſame is not referred. to them by 


| His Majeſty, but alſo as. it would be ex- {i 
tremely irregular to decide upon, or to, =” 


ceive any | Evidence, which cannot, x 


. And tins Court knee further to obſerve, 
4 the real Merits of, or Defects i in this 
Plan, would not, as they conceive, have 
any Weight i in determining upon the Quel. 
tion now before them.— They are 8 
to give Colonel Debbieg full Credit for his 


| ſuaſion, of great public Vrility; ; which Per- 
ſuaſſon alone, and not the actual 2 
M. ou of. the. Plane, Nor the Fe 2 


# 


te 


1 


— 


2 A 


( 50 3, „„ 
bee operated wi Judgment; and i in- 


; fluenced rd Conduct. e 52 290 3 | Fit: "1 
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c EI. DEBBIEG' then acquainted 


* n p "IX 


kts if 


8 dhe Court, that, ſuch being che Determi- 


nation of the Court, be would not trouble 
them with the Examination of any Wit- 
neſſes, but would reſt his Caſe upon the 


. Remarks which. he had already ſubmitted 


to them. 


THE DUKE - OF RICHMOND,” 


* explained, That he had 5 0 no 
Means abandoned the THIRD Article of 
Charge, as Colonel Debbieg ſeems errone- 


ouſly to haye conceived;=—that he had origi- 


| nally confidered and Rill conſiders Colonel 
Debbieg' $ Diſcloſure (by the Publication of 
' the Letter) 


E EC! of his own Opiniori reſpecting the T 
v weak Part of the” Defence of the Kingdom, 


9 be a'Breach of his Duty, as an Officer, 


7 


* 


£ 4 CL . i | 
” ; 
, i ; Aa [ 1d , 
2 : ; * ” , 1 
2 * ” = a 
> 9 
5 £ 
0 * 


————— 


0 - 5 


| : a did ſo tate it in, the Opening of * 


Charge, that the Imputation of which he. 


acquitted Colonel Debbieg, was that of hav- ; 


ing made this Diſcloſure with any bad In- 5 


N tentions towards his Country oy and i in An- | 
| ſwet to Colonel Debbieg' 5 Remark, that 
the Paragraph of the Letter, to which this 


Article of Charge points, is conceived in 


general Terms only, and ſuch as could not 


convey any eſſential or material Informa- | 


tion to an Enemy, the Duke obſerved, that 55 


the Mention of the, Want of a Fortified 


| Harbour, ſuficiently indicated wherein the 


Weakneſs of the national, Defence accord- 
; | ing to Colonel Debbieg g Apprehenſion, 
conſiſted. lll... 8 


133 33 
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. lonel Debbieg has ſpoken of Diſappoint- 
ments, which he had ſuſtained, and of a 


a Preference in Employ and Emoluments $9 - 
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. e Grace 
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Grace rem i that Colonel Debbieg had 
not pointed out any Tnftance, 1 nor did he 
(the Duke) recollect any, of a Junior hav- 
ing been promoted over his Head; and as to 
| his not having been employed, the Duke 

added, that no Officer has, in his Opinion, 
A Right to complain of ill Uſa age, becauſe 


. his Superior, without Reaſon ae, 0 does 


1 not found fault with Colonel Debbieg's 


not think fir. to FOE: e 
Wich b Reſpect to 1 i FIRST Article ot 
| the Charge, the Duke obſerved, that he had 
| having in a Letter to him, his commanding 1 
Officer, ſet forth his Sentiments upon the : 
Subject of the Defence of the Country- 
It was the Style uſed therein by Colonel 
WONG. i of which be had es e 
7 ths Aale u wer by © Colon el Deb- 5 
bieg, of his having been in the Habit o 
being adviſed with, or * conſulted, by Mini 


* 


gx „ 


„5 09 


ers, without the Intervention of the Ma- 


ſter General of the Ordnance, the Duke took 3 
this Diſtinction, that, in the preſent Inſtance, 
s Calonel Debbieg had, of his own Accord, 1 
and without waiting to be conſulted, offered 
a Plan to the Miniſter, who, for Reaſons 
of his own, had not thought fit to adopt 
it, or bring it forward; and as the ſame 
| had not been communicated in the' regular 
Channel, through the Maſter General, or the 
Board of Ordnance, or the Chief Engineer, | 
Colonel Debbieg had no reaſon. to com- ; 
plain that the Maſter General had not pro-: , 
moted it; nor does he (the Duke) wa: 
that the Plan not having been purſued or 
embraced, warranted Colonel De bbieg in 
1 a an We to "ou Public. 5 


vox due e of the whos” 
"er (the Senſe of each Member having x 
been taken on the ſeveral Articles diftima- , '- 4 
ly) the Court Martial Is or Orixion, „„ 

V . 
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| . exhibited againſt him; and borH 


each of the thr 
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DJUDGE, 


that he be SUSPENDED from Pay and Duty, 


as a Colonel of t 


neers, 
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1 ag And GENTLEMEN of the Covar Martial; 2855 : 
es of which T accuſe Colo 1 

= --; | in the harges that His 9 3 

a Majeſty has now referred to your Decifion, 1 

1 are, in t their Conſequences, of ſo high a N... 


ture, and depending upon Facts ſo ſimple. 1 
and ſo notorious, that Itruſt I mall not have „ 


% * e 
0 —— wt 42 * 


Occaſion to take up a great Deal of your | 
Time, either in proving them, or indueing | 
you to mark them with ſuch Puniſhment | {ol 


= FE» 2 Y 


2 Us they may be found to deſerve. 
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OT 

I am not conſcious of being actuated in 

this Buſineſs by a Diſpoſition to Severity, 

and ſtill leſs by any vindiQive Spirit. I la- 

4 ment the Neceſſity I am under of ſtanding 

forth the Proſecutor of an Officer in one of 

the Corps 1 have the Honour to 

WE "Ef. eee 26 Zaginan-of ee 

= . Debbieg's long ſtanding ſhould fo little 

| know, or fo little practice, one of the firſt 

| Duties of a Soldier; and it will preſently 

be ſeen how unwilling I have been that ſuch 

Miſbehaviour ſhould be brought before the 

Public Eye. But ſituated as I have the 

Honour to be, at the Head of two Corps of 

5 the utmoſt Conſequence to the Public, 

conſiſting of upwards. of three Hundred Of- 

| ficers, and four Thouſand Men, | it will nat 

appear an unimportant Part of my ow + 
to to kerp. pps a due, Subordination 3 in * 


o * — o - 


| "The Offences of which Colonel Debbie 
jy wo is at t preſent accuſed, are divided into three 
bans £ a en Charges. | 


Wes 5 „„ 
Cheer The Firſt, is adden to the at. d 

reſpectful Contents of the Letter in Queſ- | 
tion, fimply as addrefled to me. The Se- 

. | bond, relates to the evil Tendeney of 
bis making public thoſe diſreſpectful 

Contents. And the Third, is founded upon 
| the Impropriety of an Officer who has been : 


employed by Government to examine che | 


 Defences « of the Country, publiſhing | in a 
eſpe; per his Spina" on een Parts | 
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Subject would tend to Perſpicuity, by pre- 


0 venting what may relate to one L. 
ly d * another. 75 i K 


| | The. firſt 1 dn. Fg winds ; 
3 38 addreſſed to myſelf, and as ſuch, + 6 
S: 5 highly, offenſive in en laten om: of 

Sa Wn i, 3 
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0 58 55 | 
this. Charge, it contains 1 as private 
Sentiments, 1 confeſs n s range . 5 


0 


pleased to bebe of, my | Abilities aw. | 


compared to his own; and while , 1 could 
prevent the bad Effects which the Example ; 


3 of ſuch a Conduct might produce, Town 


bis Diſreſpect pect did not excite. any great 
| Reſentment hay * Mind. The only Senti · 
1 > in 4 8 of Ts pan: Temper; 
and foreſeeing the un pleaſant Conſequences 
that muſt, as I conceived, enſue to him, if I 
proceeded againſt! him, 1 had determined 
| wholly to paſs over this Offence of Colonel 
_ Debbieg, which I could only do by "Te 
no Notice me * his Letter. | 


„nt, hes 1 r this Letter dene in a 
| Newſpaper; addreſſed to me, in my offici- 
cial. Capacity, and ſubſcribed with Colonel 
nne 8 Name at” ful! 4 ngtb, | U Caſe x 


4 


( 9. 9. 


was Aue it was no longer a perſbnal 5 
Buſineſs, to which, while Mt: remained ian 


my Poſſeſſion, I was at 1 


aberty to ſhew 


what Indulgence 1 pleaſed. Colonel Deb- | 
bieg had taken it out of my Hands, and ap- 


pealed to the Public. | Te is not now- to my- 


ſelf only, but to my Sovereign, to my 


7 Country, and to all Europe, that, after 


two Month's Reflection, Colonel Debbieg 
deliberately and publicly treats me with 
Diſreſpect; and imputes to me ſuch Igno- 

rance, and N eglect of my Duty, as might. | 
if not in the Intention, at leaſt j in the Ef. 


fect, prove as fatal to my Country. as an 
Act of 85 Treafon. 8 


| Theſe were my V Motives for bringing co- 1 ing 


|  Jonel Debbieg to a Court Martial. 


«mor; PL Colonel | Debbieg | 


73 0 
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never have heard of 2 Proſecution if be 


1 


1 had T4 his Letter, as ft at en ſimply 
* addreſſed to me; yet, when he thinks pro- 
1 per to publiſh it to the World, It becomes 

"cdkey" for me to ſhew that it was my 
Lenity, not its ene 8 had hither- 


* > . * 


It is for theſe Raiſins that the art a Chargs 8 
: is founded on the Fact of writing to me 
the Letter of the 16th. March, abſtracted 
Sj from all Conſideration of the ſubſequent ö 
Offence, of publiſhing it, and of its Con- 
8 ſequences, which are e reſerved for the other 
Tg” BUYS 5 ld | 1 0 ; | . 


2 oy * T8 7 4 . 7 
* 3 * H 4 4 
. - & 24 


. On the Subject of this firſt Charge 


FR Ss A 


40 1 7 Officer, : 2 7 Pons TTY 1 "6th - 


« of March, 2789, containing diſreſpe&ful 


"« Expreſſions! towards me, and Impotations 3 
Ee 4 of Ignorance and Negle& of my Duty, A: 
555 Ko en — * the Ordnance, to the 


. Are A 1 5 
2 
66 Pre- 


L/ 


groſsly indecent, and unbecoming to a com- 
mänding Officer; but, having thought it e 


Parts of this extraordinary Addreſs. 


* £ ; 1 7 


6 61 


. « Prejudice. of good FAR 224 military - 
40 Diſcipline ;” * it is incumbent upon me : 


to make out, that Colonel Debbieg's Letter 1 
of the 16th March, does contain the offen- 3 


five Matter 1 have charged it wit and, 
that an inferior Officer writing a Letter, ſo ; 
offenſive / to his commanding | Officer, al- | 
- thang. not made public, is a Breach of 
= Order and aA a 


To a initials Tribunal, a an An 
bor a Breach of Diſcipline, I might appeal 
to the general Purport of the Letter in 
| Queſtion, without pointing out particular 
Paſſages and their Tendency; and I am 
convinced, GENTLEMEN, that on theſe 
Grounds you would judge this Letter to be 


right to be more ſpeciſie in my Charge, 1 
mall beg your Attention to the foveral | 


( 62 SY pr 
x 1. — with Kating. a arial of Cir: _ 


ſtances, none of which have' the ſmall- 55 


| Foundation in Fact; vis, . That 1 re- 
20 Tongs 'his Aſſiſtance at the Board of Sea 


4 and Land Officers; that I appointed that ol 
% Board; that it was appointed under a 
„Vote of the Houſe of Commons; ; and 


- «that Colonel Debbeig was expreſsly no- 


minated in that Honourable Houſe, and 
« included i in that Vote, to make one at that 
4. Wan 1 muſt ſuppoſe that when Co- 


\ 


lonet Debbieg made theſe Aſſertions he be- 
f Wed than 5 be well grounded; but I am 


much ſurprized that, as an Officer, he 
Should complain of his Superior, upon a 
Matter of ſuch public Notoriety, without 


: giving. himſelf the Trouble to enquire 
_ whether it had any Exiſtence. If Colonel 


Debbieg had made ſuch Enquity; he would | 


have found the Tranſaction he refers to, to 


| ** been e en from his State of A 


I 


. ö f 4 * . 
A ; N i : : 
; p , * 
4 Re * 2 he 
2 1 
. 
- * - 
FI ? 1 * 8 

1 * Fi . 


(% | 


WD. The real Fact i . that, 1 the Ordiance 1 
Eſtimate, for the Vear 1785, laid before 
the Houſe of Commons, there was d 66k | 
| fiderable' Sum dem 
propoſed to be erected at Portſmouth and 


aded for new Works, 


Plymouth. It is well knownz that in the 
Debate that took Place thereupon, a Mem- 10 
ber ſuggeſted that, previous to tlie Houſe 3 
adopting a new Meaſure of fuch great Te 


| pence, it would be adviſable; that the particu- 


lar Project, as well as the general Syſtem of 


VE Defence, for His Majeſty's Dock Vards, at 
| Portſmouth and Plytniouth, «ſhould: be in- 
| veſtigated by a Board of Sea and Land Of. 


ficers. This Idea Was thought reaſonable 


by Government; and the Chancellor of the | 
© Exchequer agreed that the Demand for the 
7 Fortifications at Portſmouth and eee 
mould be poſtponed for that Year, and that, 
| in the mean Time, Application Woch M 
made to His Majeſty for his Appoinrt nent b 
| fuck a Board, "0 But as there Was n 0 "Me ic 


— 


f 


8 


Sp 


( 


6. n e 60; Vote whatever of the" 
- Houſe of Commons for this Appointment, 


which belonged, of Courſe, to His Majeſty ; 


conſequently Colonel Debbieg could not be, 
as he ſays he was, included i n r V0 * 


that Ss Hes oe bn Ties 
* „4 „„ <4 t,#*:4.3 ' 4 


oF 


Wirk Reſpen to he W 15 8 
Oe it was, as I have already obſerved, 
in His Majeſty, not in me. I have heard 
that ſome of the Members did, in their 
ches - ſuggeſt the Names of Officers 
they end to ſee on this Board $, and, it is 
poſſible that a Friend of Colonel „ 


may have mentioned him; but, as His 


Majeſty was pleaſed to confine the Nomi- 
nation of the Land Officers to ſuch as had 


the Rank of General Officer, Colonel N 


| 25. all poſible 
De vs % Rank, 


fo 


hs. 


4 
— — 
o 


1 


$ 
5 
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for his . and his Experience, all 
which, | in the laſt Sentence of his Letter, he 
conceives Nur, entitle him to duch an 7 j 


pointment; 


C „ 
F „ # 


complain, af. he. Fi not to 50 elected | 


for a particular Service. 1 have adverted to- 


this Paſſage. of Colonel Debbieg 8. Letter, | 


not as a Matter of Complaint againſt him, 
but merely to ſhew hom 80 he 18 to com- 
hein item Reaſon. e e 


A * y by „ * * 4 if f » . — 4 4 * x 
2 1 f G3 8 7 . # : Cz 5 ©, 3 : ns * * ' EF; - IE; * ut; . a ; þ »& © 0 
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T rhe next Paragraph af the Lade gase, 
'hat while my Mind was was employed upon 
providing for ſo eee an Object 
as the Security of the Dock Vards, 
imply as ſuch, his SOARED; tot thoſe 
ſame Objects, as connected and com- 
bined with thoſe of the 8 he 
Proſperity. of her Marine, and of her M 

Commerce. Without c to 0 
with Colonel  Debbieg,. b confeſs 5 my” 
N is pts to find hens Senſe of this 


1 


| 


* 


| 
{ 
r 
i 
7 
' 
; 
1 
ö 
"i 
| 
| 
$ 
"I 
ö 
' 
| 
j 
' 


< 


rr 4 EP A or i 5 er 


a Paragraph. | The Senity of the Dock 
FPards has, I. apprehend, from the Time 

«HY that this Nation has had a Navy, been con- 
ſſdered as an Object of the firſt Importance; 3 

immenſe Sums of Money have been _ 

pended on them; and C olonel Debbieg did 
 - not formerly think his own Talents thrown 
=. 8 away, in being, for many Years, employed 
ee that Object. I do not therefore clearly 
ſee upon what Principle of Reaſoning this 

1 - Security of the Dock Yards is now to be 
® _ repreſented as not neceſſarily connected 3 
Wi: with the Proſperity of the Marine, and the 
= Commerce of the Empire; and 1s tobereck- mn 
. . _ as Wage in itſelf, a mere W 5 by 


If the | Objea, Wy the. next NP VI is, 
that we ſhould, at all Times be —: 
againſt any Attempts from our Neighbours, 
L ſhall readily agree with Colonel Pages 


in n that KINO. _—_— 1 may not ite 
think 


w- 


* 


| of its Neig bo 
ment when we can be ſaid to be <* immitent - 


ben to be inſulting : the firſt is, where, 


. like the Architect who 1 an elegant 
„ Town-Hall, and left no Room for a Stwie- 15 
« caſe. to afcend to, it, ſo your Grace, with- 


To hk PE — e Cote 


| % 


think with hit, chat, from 8 corhpiralive 
View of the State of this Nation, and that . 
rs, this is preciſely the Mo- 


« ly threatened” with *Miſchiefs, Trapsdi- 1 


. "0 and as unfelt belle. Cl 5 . 


* 1 
5 "oh 705 ef ? 


* 


4 am now Gen to thoſe e a 


ieg ſays, 66 In the. gp: 


N eee for erectir 


40 ing to give extraordinary Attention „ 
«« preſerve the Stores for equipping, our, 


„ Fleet, forgot that that F leet ſtill want . 
40 e a: fortified Harbour.” i 


nel Debbieg ſeems to think thiv is; of been, 


ring for the Fleet a fortified Harbour, would, 


Sa gp E WOE gs without 
„ f a | . | : 3 ; 


„ 


| 4 without d be 4 ent. N eglect aff my 
Duty; and Tſhould have thought Colonel 


Debbieg only blamable if he had not apprized 


me of his Sentiments upon this Subject; but I 
4 muſt contend that he ſhould have done ſo with 
that Decency, Reſpect, and Subrniſſion, 
that is due to his ſuperior Officer; and that 


it was by no Means neceſſary to any Pur- 


- poſe, but that of Inſult, to compare me to 
one of ſuch Ignorance as an Architect who 
could 21h a Stair-caſe to RIO up to is 
OI. DO ON ee ML 
b ＋ F Mall next go to the latter Part of che 
: Paragraph, where he ſays, ©* Upon the Se- 
Hl a curity of which, (meaning a fortified 
Harbour) with the honeſt, indignant Feel- 
* ings of an Engliſhman, it is with great 
ö ce Pain I muſt obſerve, your Grace hath 


* not beſtowed due. Reflection and Atten- 


25 on Bars u * the fatal Geda. 


oF 1 15-005 
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« that Jock molt fury, reſult, from * 


Wh $o *S +5 3% 


66 * of it,” 5 


pon this Paragraph I I ſhall firſt obſerve; | 
that, the Whole of it is couched. more in 
Terms of Complaint and Reproach, than re- 
0 ſpectful Information: 5 but when Colonel | 5 
Debbieg chuſes to inform me that his Ob. 
ſervations are accompanied with indignant d 
| Feelings, I muſt ſay that he loſes all ReſpeR. 
The Word indignant, conveys a Sentiment | 
of Anger and Diſdain, and I leave it to this 
Court to decide, whether ſuch an Expreſ- | 
ſion is proper to be uſed 3 in fuch” A, ny; fi 
| ſpondence, 7 


» ** # * wu 
; x 13 3 
5 75 20 $e - ry, 7 184 
5 + FE Sc. 
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Bot not content it with thts, Colonel Deb. I 


15 proceeds in his Climax of Inſult, and 

next tells me, that my Syſtem appears, . to 
him, oh only calculated to Inyite the Enemy 
into the very Boſom of Britain, where 

Li * would ſoon neſtle himſelf, and, be- 

| | "WI. : :. 


x 
N : 
ef oe LP ad p it 


19 5 FG 70 
« fore we could have 2. to look round 


« us, . the | Overthrow of the 
State.“ 


* 


Thi TR" as I have before 5 


| tines” although it fays nothing, one Way. 


or other, as to my Intentions, taxes me wit 


a Syſtem, the Effects of which are tated 
| to be as prejudicial as the moſt premedi- 
| tated Act of High Treaſon.” And here 53 
| muſt again beg of the Court to conſider 0 


more the Intention of Colonel Debbieg, i in 
repreſenting my Syſtem as calculated only _ 


to accompliſh the Overthrow of the State. 
than the Reaſoning by which he would 
eſtabliſh ſuch a Conſequence ; as whatever 
; Grounds I have to complain of the Firſt, 


1 have none in. reſpect to the Latter, and 


l ſhall not feel myſelf much of a Traitor, if 1 
do give the Euemy that Inyitation into the 

| Country, w which would ariſe from my having 

| given. Sd to the Dock. Yards, 


* 1 
- The 
© # Oy 
- * 


- 


8 71 3 „„ 


The Reiter of Colonel Debbieg g 
Letter deſerves but little Notice. If, when . 
he ſays, that it has been the Spirit of my 


Adminiſtration to puniſh him by the Laws 


of bis Country, he means a Reproach, as 
by the general Context of his Letter + 
ſhould ſuppoſe he does, he ſhould len 


| how to expreſs. his own Meaning ; ; for how- 


ever deteſtable a general Spirit to puniſh 1 5 
$,—A Spirit to puniſh by the Laws of © our | 


9 is N. no Means ſo. 


As to his Requeſt, that becauſe he i 
pleaſed to inſult me, I ſhould call forth my 


Magnanimity, and let a Board of Bea. © 
and Land Officers ſit and report upon his | 
general Principles, in order that he may 5 
have an Opportunity of ſbew-ing what Sort 
of a Man he. is; I can only ſay, that this 


appears to me to be perfectly unneceſſt ary, 
and that if Colonel Debbieg's honeſt Endea- 


* *. 2 


7 . 
4 N — 
2 2 
7 3 4. 


AUR: $9 ſerve the State are fruſtrated, it is | 
OT . 


=o * p 
n 4 


\ 


( 1 ) | 
bolely to himſelf, not to me, that he 
owes . + fat 


1 truſt I have. now ſufficiently pointed out 
the particular Expreſſi ons, which, as well 
as the general Purport of the Letter, are 
DiſreſpeAtul, and that i impute to me Tgno- 
rance and Neglect of my Duty, as Maſter 
General of the Ordnance. The next Thing 
for me is to ſhew, that the Writing of ſuch a 
Letter is to the Prejudice of good Order 


| and e Diſcipline. 


ge ive Language and infuling Re- 
flections, if they are not below all Notice, 
muſt ſow the Seeds of Diſcord ; in either 
Caſe, they are prejudicial to a military Pro- 
feſſion, where it is equally. neceſſary that 
both the ſuperior and inferior Officer ſhould 
'be reſpetted, and that no private Animoſtties 
mould duce the Bas am. unreaſonable 
F Commands, 


* 
e 
4 
. 
C3 
OR 


f 


( 937 6, 
i .Communids; or impede the chearſul com- 
Fa with reaſonabls ese. e 


#4 


Nor are i W in any y reſpect ne ne- 


.  ceſfary for the Attainment of 1 


If Colonel Debbieg thinks himſelf wronged, | 
he has a Right to complain to me, or of 
me to the King. If he has any Crime to 
charge me with, either againſt himſelf or 
the Public, he may apply. for a Court Mar- 
tial to try me; and when he ſtands forth as 
an | Accuſer, it will not 'be denied him. 
If he conceives my Plans for the Defence 
of the Country, to be weak and ignorant, 
becauſe they do not coincide with his, he 
.may make Repreſentations thereupon | to 
His Majeſty ; or if he thinks them danger- 
ous to the Public, he may communicate 
them to a Member of either Houſe of Par- 
nament, and endeavour to make them the 
Subject of parliamentary Enquiry; but in 
any of theſe "HOO GN» he muſt confine i 


| himſelf | 


9 Z - 
umſelf to decent Repreſentation; he cannot 
Eh _ indulge. himſelf ; in opprobrious Invective, 
without being guilty of a Bro Breach we 
| milifary 9 I 
Wat Juctisestion or l Colonel 
| Dedbieg may attempt to offer for ſuch 2 
Conduct, is more than I can pretend to \ gueſs; 7 
and this Conduct of his is the more extra- 

0 ordinary, as for ſeveral Vears paſt, I have ne- 6 
ver ſeen Colonel Debbieg but by Accident, 
or had any Correſpondence or Communi- 

3 cation with him of any Kind, until he left = 
this Letter of the 16th of March laſt, 47 my | 
Houſe ; fo that this Behaviour of bis, has 
Ls totally. unproyoked by me. | 


FP” ce 


e 806 Grounds, and as Proof of the ; 
Letter being of Colonel Debbieg' 8 Writing, = 
which, I dare ſay, he will readily; admit,- IL. 
: * rig we: cj ee Re 10 FF; 4 


« 75 5 „ 
THE SECOND CHARGE i is, . For 
46 having cauſed to be publiſhed a Letter, | 
To purporting to be a Copy of a Letter 
« addreſſed to His Grace the Duke of Rich- 
„ mond, &c. Maſter General of His Ma- 
«© jeſty's Ordnance, dated Mortimer-ſfeet, 
e the 16th of March, 1789, and figned 
„ Hugh Debbieg, which has a manifeſt 
+00] Tendency to diſcredit . him, his com- 
3 manding Officer, and imputes to him 
« @ Syſtem. only calculated to invite the Enemy 
« into the very Boſom of Britain, where be 
«© would ſoon weſftle himſelf, and before” | we 
could have Time 10 look round. ur, accom. 
6 pliſh the Overthrow of the State; ; to the 
„Prejudice of good Order and e 
40 *" 1" "__ g 


. The Firſt 1 Ry of, this Publication Was 
in the Public Advertiſer, of Thurſday, the 
Ath of June; ; upon which, before I would 

5 _ any e to the, PRO I 


-& SL 


| thought it the n open and 1 Way to 
'. write directly to Colonel Debbieg, and ac- De 
l I 185 him the following Letter: 8 


e I . „ Würkuart, Th June, i789, 
EF Sin, e 
„„ HAVING "ITY in ine. 
0 ou Public Advertiſer of this Day, a Copy 
„„ Lotter addreſſed to me, as Maſter 
Wet: «General of 0 His Majeſty's . Ordnance, 
„ with your Signature; ; 1 defire to know 
Whether its Publication has been by your 5 
66. Directions, or with n "Confent.”c or el 
« ' Knowledge. e ee ed 5 


3 15 am, sia, | 4 
0 Your 110 dbl N | =. 

5 „ * umble Servant, 
| . - 3 a 9 4 x 25 
„ . «RICHMOND, &% | 

3 0G 4 « MGR Gin oh His | 

T5. 401 *Mazzery's one,,“ FG 
cuban, | | „ 
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To this Letter 1 received oh » following 


} "'s i 8 
* 4 


Anſwer. ire NE; Yr eee 


„ MoRTIMER-STREET, 4h June, 1389. 


40 Mr Lony Dor, 


ah IN return to the Eser 
e your Grace' Letter, received almoſt | 
„this Moment, Thave only to aſſure your 
« Grace, that no Letter of mine, to you, 
% was inſerted by my Directions, or with 
66 « my Conſent or Knowledge, i in the e Public | 
1 Advertiſer of this 8 FE he I 1 


4 1 have AY honour to be, with gran age, 


* 


6 My Lons Doxz, 


TN +00 Your Grace 3 moſt obedient, | 


$9475 


5 And moſt humble Servant; 
: 11407 HUGH DEE v. ST 


"6 To His 929 the Dube of Ritmons,* 55 5 ſ 1 0 5 
175 | Mofter General 7 His Ow" Ordnance,” F 


ti” 


oo BO 
As the steps J. took, in Conſequence of 


: this Letter from Colonel, Debbieg, are men- 
| tioned i in a Letter I wrote to him on the | 
- 6th of June, it will- be ſufficient . to ſtate * : 


that Letter, which was as follows: 


f 


% * * 5 - Wh 
75 


„ WMTEAALL, 6th June, 1789. 
Wr, 


* 


0 AS your Letter of - 


44 the 4th Tuſtant, informed me that no 


6 Letter of your's, to me, was inſerted 
* by your Directions. or with your Con- 
« ſent or Knowledge, in the Public Ad- 


1 vertiſer of that Day, I ſent to the Prin- 


« ter of the Public Advertiſer, to know 


from whom he had received the Letter 


he had publiſhed, and found he had only 
« copied it from the Gazetteer of the pre- 


coding Day. Upon ſending to the Per- 


_ + ſon who has the Management of that 


e 85 


- — 7 , - 1 


+l *79/ wy 

600 Paper, 1 1 — he recti 'the 
Letter in wanne from: Mr. _ 
* brett. | e eee 


«« Ay my Roquelt" to you, conciraing 


« your Letter, was in general Terms, 
66 with Reſpect to its Publication, 1 am per- | 
ſuaded that your Anſwer meant, to con- 
«« vey, generally, that) you was not in any 
Ty Way, privy to it. However, te aer . 
* Miſtakes, I with to be informed whether 
J am, or am not right in this Perſuaſion ; 
as from the-precife wording of your An- 1 
* ſwer to me, it might be conſidered" as 
„ confining your Knowledge of the Pub- 
Bo lication of your Letter, of the 16th of | 
„March laſt, to the particular Paper 8 
« the Public Advertiſer, of che gth of 
5 40 June, in which T had ſeen i it ; ; and 14 am 


. further to defire, you will inform me 
f 10 whether you. have. given any Copy of 


. the 


8 
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« Colonel ia" 1 
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*. the Ss, which has * publiſhes, 


4% to Mr. Debrett, or have any Knowledge 
« by \what Means it came into his Hands. | 
© Tam, Sia, | 
« Yi our moſt obecient, 
4 Humble Servant, 5 


. 5 wy mn a % Cr « RICHMOND, we. 


92 Maerzn 9 or His 
« Majeery' 8 O ape 


— 


To this Letter I received the following 


9 1 8 
** * 


cc « My Loan Dvxs, | 
9 IN Anſwer to your Grace' "io 


« Letter of this.Day's Date, I have only to 
5 expreſs my Surprize that you ſhould call 


66 1 me for 1 further Explanation 


75, - Om 


8 dionrins-srsrr, 61h LN ne, + 


„ 
bs; -refps8ting the Publication of a Letter, 
% dated the 16th March laſt, of which vou 2 


% have never condeſcended to . 
69 the OO 


W x « 1 ve the Minor of being, 
«© My Lines Donn! 
0019 Thy Your Grace 5 woſt obedient, 
„ Humble Serrant. 
ee HuGH DEBBIEG: 55 


(c 0 Hi $ Grace the Duke if Richmond, > | 
55 Mafeer General of His Majgfty': 3 Ordnance.” a 1 OED 


1 confeſs this Latter r furprifed me a Wt 7 

4 deal, and began to ſhake the Confidence 
Colonel Debbieg's Letter of the 4th, had , 
given me, that he had no Share in the Pub- 85 

lication; but upon deſiring a Gentleman to 
call upon Mr. Debrett, and being informed 
'by him, that Mr. Debrett had avowed to 

1 A 


1 


by Ss 


. % 90 


wa that * had received the Liar From 
Colanel Debbieg himſelf, with. a Deſire tat 


he ſhould print it, which he had accord- 


ingly done in the Gazetteer, of which he is 
a Proprietor : 2 I was, and ſtill am, perfectly 
at a loſs to conceive, how Colonel. Debbieg 
could take the Trouble of denying ſo point- 
, edly, any Knowledge of the Publication in 
one Paper, when he was conſcious of his 
having himſelf, diredted 1 the Publication, in 
another. 


* 


It was certainly my Fault in not ob⸗ 
ſerving that Colonel Debbieg's preciſe 
Words, were no Anſwer to my general 
| Queſtion, and 1 own I was cy 
miſſed by chem. | 


4 have defired that Mr: Dag may "oY 
ſummoned to attend as a Witneſs, and * 
haue no "Wop, but that he will 1 confirm, 


upon | 


— 


i 


I ſent to mend ade Wat * dan i 


iſhed it 270 his 'Dolive. blyo> I ,T2Y94k 
Mr. James Perrie, the e Editor 1 the G2. 
| 2etteer, is alſo ſummoned, and Wi I dare 


fay, produce. the Manuſeript Copy, which 
he informed the Gentleman I ſent to him, 


that he had got and would keep, and that ; 
he will prove the receiving it from Mr. ä 


Debrett. On this Evidence I reſt the firſt 
Part of * my ſecond SO vis. gd that 


* „ — » T 


« 4 an purporting to hs! a Com of; ' 


Letter, addreſſed to His Grace the Duke 
*« of Richmond, Maſter General of His 


8 Majeſty 8. Ordnance, | dated Morticer. 
1 ſtreet, the 16th, of March, 1759; and 
8 ſigned Hugh Debbieg.” th «kb have ſo - 8 - 
ſoribed it, only as purporting. to. be 2 Copy | 


of his Letter to me, becauſe, on oper. 


i 11 ge F * Ba | the 


ter from Colonel — himſelf, aar, 


— : 


— 


— 


+ 84 . 
the printed Clipy with the Origigat, '7 find 
there are many trifling Variations, and al- 
though they do not alter the Senſe of the 
Letter, I could not, ſtrictly ſpeaking; call 
it a Copy of his Letter to me. The Varia- | 
a tions AE © 


| In tho ithLineof the ePrint, the Word RAP is inſerted. 
iam. ee e e that is inſerted inſtead of when. | 
Lanes Ee ne . the inſtead of thoſe. + 
101 ph. ee inftead of left no room for. 
177 26. . . sis left out. 0 | 5 
th . bee Aill is left out. 
. 48th e's : . 20th inſtead of 10th, 
iſt 7 Lo own is left out. FEES: 
| „„ Phe a is inſerted. «ply 105 
6 7 4 . . . % is left Out. 
IT 1 os. 5 — eee e 5 
74th. . + + Fullyis inſerted. | 


et thike, - the Word SOARED, in 
the Original, is written in diſtinguiſhed 
large Characters, and the Paſſages marked 


in Tealies i in e Print, were not n the 


OS F.; % 4 


. | . 
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Letter under the Firſt Charge; it will be 
ſufficient for me to remark, that every one 
of them apply, with tenfold Force, to the 
Publication. For if you, Gentlemen, have: 


been ſatisfied that the Expreſſions contained 


* Colonel Debbieg's Letter, of the 16th 
March, were highly unbecoming to be 


written to a commanding Office N 5 


much more will you think the! blamable 
| when publiſhed. to the World.. It is from 
the Publication of thoſe Expreſſion s that I 
infer that the Letter has a manifeſt Ten- 
dency to diſcredit me, his commanding Of. 
ſicer; which, with the Paſſage quoted, are, 
1 contend, highly to the Prejudice of good 
Order and military Diſcipline. I truſt, 
Gentlemen, that if you ſhould think with | 
me, that, great as the firſt Offence was in 


TOON: A might 0 it over, while tip ** 6 


I have made on the ſeveral Parts of this. ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 


"© it Fs 1 36 ) * * 


1 


ter was confined to my PofleMon;! you 


will alfo agree with me, in thinking that I 


could not; confiſtently with my Duty 


„ for- 
bear to take Notice of that Offence, 6-04Y 
it was repeated, after two Months Reflec- 


tion, and OP TORT ak * * | 


hy 


. * 37 * . * A ; > S: a 3 * 
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_ he, the ſaid Colonel Debbieg, having 


— 


Ht A 


THE W CHARGE 6 “ For ane 


«been. employed by Government in exa · 


„ mining the Defences of the Kingdom, 


+4 has made public His Opinions on eſſential 
Parts thereof, by the faid Publication, 
+ contrary to his Duty as an Officer, and 


* to the Prejudice of good Order and mi- 


% litary Diſcipline.” | | When Colonel Deb- | 
bieg had, by the Publication of his Letter, 
compelled me to proceed againſt him before 
a Court Martial, and that that Letter con- 
tained a Publication of his Opinion on efe 
- ſential Parts of the Defences of the King 
3% ͤ "71. 


| | ſeparately to conſider this Offence, and to 


5 . 5 
dom, figned with his name, I thought that, 
conſiſtently with my Duty, 1 could not avoid 
taking Notice of fo irregular a Proceeding ; 7 
but I do not lay any Streſs upon this Offence, _ 
becauſe I do not mean to accuſe Colonel Deb- 
 bieg of any bad Intention towards this Coun- 2 
try in the ſtrong Alluſions he has made in 
that Publication, to what he con ceives to be 5 
weak Parts in the Defences of the Kingdom. 3 
Iam perſuaded that it was only his extreme | 
Zeal for bringing his own Ideas into 15 1 1 5 | 

that induced him to take this Step. 


„„ 


However, Ithought it 1 to tate the 
Cirumſtance of Colonel Debbieg' 8 publiſh- | 
ing bis Opinions 3 as a Breach of his Duty 
as an Officer ; and 1 have put it in a ſepa-. 
885 rate Charge, t that the Court may be enabled Bo 


: determine the Degree of Apimadverlion FS 
E 8 they may think this Part of Colonel Deb- = 

- : | bieg's 5 Condudt may deſerve. - NN he | | 
| 73 . 


KK 
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( hs. * 
The Fact of Ne 8 under this 
Gig Charge, reſts upon the ſame l 


* it does under the ſecond Gags, 


"The Fact of Colonel Debbieg!' 8 having 
been employed by Government i in examining 
the Defences of the Kingdom, is ſtated by 


| himſelf in that Paragraph of his Letter, 
0 where he ſays, I had formed (having 
Authority to do ſo) Opinious upon the 


25 Subject of the Defences of the Country. 


Colonel Debbieg will readily. admit this ; 
but, if neceflary, it can eafily he « otherwiſe 
1 PRO: | | | 


hy Gan 8 with one We on the 
Subject of the ſecond Charge, which I am 


perſuaded every Member of this Court 
will feel the Truth of, which is, that 
; if that. Licentiouſneſs of che Preſs, which 

is already ſuch 2 Nuiſance to domeſtic 
| Happineſs, is | Tuffered | to extend itſelf to 


I ieee 


8 


x | * 


G 
Differences between military Gentlemen, on 
7 Points of Diſcipline and public Duty, it 

muſt ſoon put an End to that Syſtem of 
good Order and due Subordination, without ; 
| which an Army would indeed become 1 
2 * to che State. „„ FEW 


* 


Check ſhould be put to this unbecoming 
Way of Officers attacking their Superiors in 
Newſpapers; and I am convinced that, as 


in civil Society, ſtopping the Abuſes of the 


Preſs is the beſt Means of preſerving its 


5 rea Liberty; ſo in an Army like ours, re- 
marzkable for the Decency that is obſerved 
in Command, the repreſſing Intemperance 


and effential Breaches of Duty, is the beſt 


41 Means of preſerving to it that reſpectable 
Character, to which the Britiſh Service is 
ſo eminently entitled, and, indeed of © con- | 


5 eng it a 8285 Profeſſion.” 
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"ſh: is high Time that ſome effectual 
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COLONEL DEBBIEG's DEFENCE. 


My Lonp, and GENTLEMEN, | | | | 


Cor ONE. DEBBIEG has ſtated that 

I have in a Manner abandoned the laſt 
Charge 1 with he had had a Copy of my 
opening, which would have prevented ſuch 
a Miſtake bo by no Means abandoned that 
Charge ; f 1 conſidered it then, as I ſtill do, 
and as I think, you Gentlemen muſt con- 13 
ider it, a Breach of his Duty as an Officer: ; 
all I acquitted him of was, any bad Intention 
f towards | 


35 
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towards his Country in the firong Alluſions he 
has made in thct Publication, to what he con 

 ceives to be the weak Part in the Defences of | 
the Kingdom ;—Theſe were my Words. 


Colonel Debbieg fays, his Alluſions 


were made in general Terms, and could 


give an Enemy no Information; but that 
they did convey In formation to me, and to 
5 thoſe who have made theſe Matters their 
particular Study. I certainly was atnolols 
I | to underſtand Colonel Debbieg - and when 
. he mentions the Want of A Fortified Har- 5 
3 bour, I conceive every body here and elſe- 
where, muſt equally underſtand him. I do | 
| therefore, beg Leave to repeat it, that |: 
do not abandon the third Charge ; - 1 main- 
rain it to be a Breach of his Duty, as an 
| Officer, and a very bad Example. I only do 
not impute to him to have been guilty of 
this Offence from any bad 7 Q 


the Public, 


Colonel Debbieg, in in the next Place, has 
a out that he has had Juniors put 
over his Head, and ſays he is a diſappointed 
Man. I wiſh: he had mentioned in what 
Inſtances he has had Juniors put over his 
Head; I know of none. As to his Diſap- 


pointments, if he means my not employ- 


ing him; I muſt ſay, that that has been 


entirely his own Fault ; and 1 muſt con- 


tend that no Officer has a Right to conſider 
himſelf as II. uſed, if, for any Reaſon, or 


without any Reaſon given, his Superior 


does not think 6. to er n, 8 


20 


1 1 Debbieg, i in, as to n 6ſt 
Charge, ſays, that as to the Fact of writing 


to me the Letter in Queſtion, he need ſay 


5 Nothing; and treats it as a Matter of 
Courſe, that ſuch a Letter might be written. 
If he had confined this Remark to the Sub- 
1 Jeet. of that ene, I ſhould avs; Ap 


+ 


2 n 8 = 


> LL 
is to the Manner and Style that 1 object; 


which Colonel Debbieg has given no An- 
ſwer whatever; I therefore truſt, that with- 


_ out. repeating my Obſervations, they will 


remain in your Minds, and that you will 
conſider that Letter as containing diſrepeBifill 
Expreſſions towards me, and Imputationr of 
Ignorance, and Neglect of my Duty, as Mafter 
General of the Ordnance, to the Prejudice * 
1 Order and e Ser 
ce Debbieg desi he is not 
immediately employed on any Work, ſeems 
to think that there is a Diſtinction to be 
made in the Sort of Obedience he is under, 
and the Reſpect that is due from him to his 
commanding Officer: he ſays, hit Ae 
are like thoſe of any other Citizen ; ſo that, to 
compare his Situation with that of the Lies, 
if he is not actually upon Guard, or on 


7, his Actions are to 6. governed, bis. | 
| OS _ 


2 


— 


- 


* 
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| Reſpect to his commanding Officer, by no 
other wee thoſe which en ä 1 
Citizens. 63 %, pt oj 


Colonel 1 Debbiog next ſtates; that he has 
been uſed to be called upon by Miniſters, 
for his Opinions, without the Knowledge Fe, 
of the Maſters General. If ſuch has been 
the Caſe, it may have been juſtified by the 
Commands he received from His Majeſty's 
Miniſters; but, in this Inſtance, Colonel 
Debbieg has, not waited to be conſulted, or 
to be ordered to give his Opinion; he has 
turned out a Volunteer, and endeavoured 
to force his Plan upon the Miniſter; Who, | 
very properly returned him no Anſwerz | | 
and, when he deſired Leave to lay his Plan | | 
before the King, he tells you the Miniſter 9 
| alſo gave him no Anſwer. But, would 
you believe it, Gentlemen! this Plan, 42 
which Colonel Debbieg is now ſo anxious: 
Ns have . he has never taken the 
'% regular ol 


— 
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Tegular Means to have exuthibicl « + He has 


never communicated i it to the Maſter Gens 
ral, or Board of Ordnance, or to the Engi- 
neer in Chief; which would have been the 


regular Channels: He muſt not, therefore 
accuſe me of not having adopted what I 


have never ſeen. However, from ſome very 


general Notions of it, which he gave to Mr. 


Pitt, very lately communicated to me, I ſuſ- 
pect the true Reaſon of Colonel Debbieg's ; 


not having taken the regular Steps of lay- 


ing this Plan before his Superiors in the 


Ordnance, is, that he is ſenſible that it 


would not ſtand the Teſt of an Examina- 
| "7 before thoſe of his own Profeſſion. 


:A to . * Charge, of publiſhing 


ud in a Newſpaper, his Letter to me ; Colonel 


Debbieg has juſtified this Proceeding, by 


ſaying he was urged to it, by his Anxiety - 
for having his Plan adopted, when all other 


Means had proved. fruitleſs ; 3 but, to make 
. b this 


w 


(97 3 „ 
; this Excuſe, ſuch as it is, of any Avail; 
he ſhould have ſhewn that he had hefore 
taken the regular Steps to have his Plan 
adopted, and I have ſhewn that he had pot 
done any ſuch Thing: and, if he had, I. 
cannot conſider it becoming an Officer, 
| becauſe he i is diſappointed in having what 
he conceives beneficial to the Country 
adopted, to be making an Appeal to the 

Public in a Newſpaper . his com- 

RN Officer. | i 
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GENE RAL ORDERS. 


ATA GENERAL COURT Mak. | 
_ . TIAL, held at the Honsz GuanDs, 
on Friday, the 2 6th ;| and conti 
nued by "Adjournment, on Mon- <p 
| day . 29th TO 1789. ts ] . 5 ] | 


* 


1 2 
—— ———— — —¼¼4ʒͥ 


5 CHARGES exhibited IR Cranrns, 
Dux oF Richuoxp, &c. MasTER G- 
NERAL of His. MajzsTyY's OnDpxance, | 


CoLoNELs' i in the Cores of Ror AL En- N 


0 * q 2 ; | | 
| GI NEERS. 5 | 
R N 9 . > : s ' IP , 


* 


She” Is writing to 1. bis com- 
manding Officer, a Letter dated the 
16th of. March, 1789 ; containing 


"Haba . townnde him, 5 


80 
l 933 * 
* 
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and . of Ignorance, and 


Neglect of his Duty, as Maſter Gene- 
ral of the Ordnance, to the Prejudice 
of good Order and military Diſci- 


7 _. 


i SzconDLy. For having cauſed to be pub- 
Fiſhed a Letter, purporting to: be a 
Copy of a Letter addreſſed to. His 
| Grace the Duke of Richmond, Maſ- 

ter General of His Majeſty's Ord- 
- nance, dated Mortimer-ſtreet, the 


16th March, 1789, and figned Hugh _ 


7 Debbieg, which has a manifeſt Ten-. 
dency to diſcredit him, his com- 
f manding Officer; and imputes to 
him a Syſtem, only calculated to in- 


« vite the Enemy into the very Boſom 


<6 of Britain, wherehe would ſoon neſ- 
285 4 the himſelf; and, before we could 
44 have Time to look. round us, ac- 
1 . the NOOR of the 


. State; 


— 


c 10 2 15 


= State 3” „to the Prejudice of good 
Order and n Diſcipline. 15 


Tan x. For that 1 the ſaid Colonel a 


Debbieg, having been employed by 
Government in examining the De- 


* 


| fences of the Kingdom, has made 
public his Opinions on effential Parts 
thereof, by the ſaid Publication, con- 1 
trary to his Duty as an Officer, and 
to the Prejudice of good Order and 


. : 5 2 peed 
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vod due Conſideration of the whole 
Maes, (the Senſe of each Member hav- 


ing been taken upon the ſeveral Articles 
diſtinctly) the Court Martial is of Opi- 


nion, that the ſaid Colonel Hugh Deb- 
bieg 15 Guilty of each of the three Ar- 


_ ticles of Charge exhibited againſt him, 
and doth adjudge that he be ſuſpended from 


Pay and Duty, as a Colonel of the Corps : 


of Royal Engineers, for the . of Six | 
: * Months. 9 85 


t 
/ 
a 
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HIS MAJESTY, after 
Hl expreſling his Concern that an Officer 


of Oblonel Debbieg's Rank and Ex- 
perience | 


wu ch Officers of inferior De 


ot 1 10 * 


= perience d a ſecond Ti ine; kin” 
| loſt Sight of Diſcipline and Subordi- 
nation, adverted to the Lenity of the 


Sentence; which, His Majeſty was. 


pleaſed graciouſly to attribute to the 
; Opinion entertained by the Court 
Martial of Colonel Debbieg s former 


Services and profeſſional Merit. His 
Majeſty wiſhed, upon the ſame 


Ground, to have found an Opening 
for the Interpoſition of His Royal 
Clemency; but in Support of 8 . 
Order, and for enforcing an Obſerv- 
ance of that Deference and Reſpes, 


owe, at all Times, to thoſe which 
are ſuperior to them in Rank a” 
CO His . has _ 


wet... 


e Fs 2 


